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Faculty attrition
hits II'T Rajasthan,
23 leave in 3 years

ANUBHUTI VISHNOI
NEW DELHI, MAY 30

‘When an IIT starts to lose its faculty, it is indeed a cause for
alarm. In the last three years, 23 faculty members have
moved out of IIT Rajasthan to more established II'TS in
bigger cities. The institute is one of the eight new IT'i set up
by the UPA government. Though the sanctioned faculty
strength is 90, the IIT has only 48.

Though none of the new I8 are doing any betterwhen

it comes to faculty vacancies, the high attrition rate in ITT

has become a cause of concern for the insti-
tute’s Board of Governors (BoG). In the last 5-6 months
alone, five faculty members have resigned.

Sources at the IIT point to initial assessments that show
that the exodus has much to with aspirations of faculty
members who find limitations in the location of the institute.
Manyofthunfeelmsbettermopttmanmsﬁmnina
more urban location as places like Jodhpur offer limited
chances of job for their spouses and educational oppor-
tunities for children. Trends show that most them left for es-
tablished ITTS that offer better professional experience

and
ll'l‘boudnnowamlyﬁngthhmndwcmmmit
~ andalsoattract new faculty. BoG Chairman Prof Goverdhan
Mehta was first to discover the trend. He has already helda
meetingwith the faculty membersin abid to hear their woes
and also counsel them. Itis learnt that the BoG has sought a
report from the institute’s administration on the issue.

“In the last board meeting , we were informed that five
faculty members had quit IIT Rajasthan in the last 5-6
months. When a new IIT which has less than 50 faculty
members, even five exiting is bad news, We are concerned
mdhuvemnedworkingonpmuﬁonuyswpstom
this downslide”, said Mehta.

Inddenhlly IIT Rajasthan has not been able to at-
tract many senior faculty members and has a large number
of young members as assistant or associate professors, The
institute is also waiting for a new director after the incum-
bent Prof Prem Kalra resigned on personal reasons.
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